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Ockeghem’s lament for the death of Binchois deserves to be better known. Presumably it dates from
1460 or 1461. Like no.2 the piece mixes sacred and secular, a French text with Latin, in the manner
of the medieval motet: at bar 32 the Baritone (the original tenor) quotes the end of the well-known
sequence Dies irae, words and music, and the second and fourth voices also imitate it. The form is
apparently a sort of double ballade; the piece could be shortened by omitting lines 6,7,8 and 9. The
mention of ‘Rhetoric’ shows that Binchois was a poet as well as a musician. In bar 17 [ have changed

the word ‘feaulté’ (fidelity) to ‘faculté”

the context shows that the latter is meant.
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